*It is my great privilege and pleasure to introduce this special issue on neural tube defects, one of the most common malformations of human structure. Their resulting disabilities constitute a major public health burden and tasking economic, psychological, and social impact, not only for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the region, but also worldwide*.

*The Prince Salman Center for Disability Research who gracefully sponsored the publication of this Supplement, also funded a pilot project on neural tube defects, which lead to the ideas that helped compiling and recruiting articles for it. With my other colleagues at the various health institutes who contributed sincerely and effectively to this endeavor, we feel indebted to the Prince Salman Center for Disability Research for their continued committed care for the wellbeing of children throughout the world*.

*The kind and dedicated support from HRH Prince Salman Bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud, Crown Prince, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Founder, and President of the Prince Salman Center for Disability Research and Patron of Saudi Medical Journal, and HRH Prince Sultan Bin Salman Bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud, Chairman of the Board of Trustees, Executive Directors, and Administrators of Prince Salman Center for Disability Research kept this Project thriving and made this Supplement a reality. We are also grateful to King Saud University Deanship of Scientific Research and the College of Medicine for the continued support and encouragement*.

*Special thanks are also due to Dr. Saeed M. Al-Asmary, Editorial Director, Dr. Ali AlBarrak, Editor-in-Chief, and the Editorial Staff of the Saudi Medical Journal for their dedicated efforts, courteous help, and their continued commitment to scientific and medical excellence*.
